First Presbyterian Church of Ithaca, Michigan
Service for the Lord’s Day – Christ the King Sunday
November 22, 2020

10:30am

Ringing of the Bell
Welcome and Announcements
Call to Worship
The Lord is God; we are God’s people. We are the sheep of God’s pasture.
Jesus Christ is coming to reign. To God be glory forever and ever!
In Christ all things hold together; he is head of the church and Lord of all.
Opening Prayer
Eternal God, you set Jesus Christ to rule over all things, and made us servants
in your kingdom. By your Spirit empower us to love the unloved and to
minister to all in need. Then at last bring us to your eternal realm where we
may worship and adore you and be welcomed into your everlasting joy;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen.
Prayer of Confession
In Christ, God came to reconcile all things, making peace through the blood of
the cross. Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin.
Righteous God, you have crowned Jesus Christ as Lord of all. We confess that
we have not bowed before him, and are slow to acknowledge his rule. We
give allegiance to the powers of this world, and fail to be governed by justice
and love. In your mercy, forgive us. Raise us to acclaim him as ruler of all, that
we may be loyal ambassadors of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon
God has rescued us from the power of evil and claimed us for the realm of
Jesus Christ, in whom we have redemption. In the name of Jesus Christ, we
are forgiven! Thanks be to God. Amen.
Prayer of Illumination
Sovereign God, let your Word rule in our hearts and your Spirit govern our lives
until at last we see the fulfillment of your realm of justice and peace; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Scripture Reading
Sermon

1 Corinthians 12:12-31

“An Important Piece of the Puzzle”
final in a series, “Piece of the Puzzle: Stewardship 2020”

Prayers of Intercession and The Lord’s Prayer
Invitation to the Offering/Affirmation of Faith
Words of Invitation and Sending

*Please bring your offering to the plate at the front of the sanctuary as you
prepare to leave the sanctuary.

1 Corinthians 12:1-11
For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body,
though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all
baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to
drink of one Spirit.
Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. If the foot would
say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it
any less a part of the body. And if the ear would say, “Because I am not an eye, I do
not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. If the
whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole body were
hearing, where would the sense of smell be? But as it is, God arranged the members
in the body, each one of them, as he chose. If all were a single member, where would
the body be? As it is, there are many members, yet one body. The eye cannot say to
the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need
of you.” On the contrary, the members of the body that seem to be weaker are
indispensable, and those members of the body that we think less honorable we
clothe with greater honor, and our less respectable members are treated with
greater respect; whereas our more respectable members do not need this. But God
has so arranged the body, giving the greater honor to the inferior member, that
there may be no dissension within the body, but the members may have the same
care for one another. If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one
member is honored, all rejoice together with it.
Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. And God has
appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then deeds
of power, then gifts of healing, forms of assistance, forms of leadership, various
kinds of tongues. Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work
miracles? Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret?
But strive for the greater gifts. And I will show you a still more excellent way.

Prayers For at Home this Week

Morning Household Prayer:
God of all creation, I greet your new day with thanksgiving and praise. Do not let
me neglect the needs of those I meet today, and keep me faithful to your ways, for
I want to live for you. Amen.

Evening Household Prayer:
Thank you, Lord, for the gifts and challenges of this day. Where I failed to do your
will, forgive me. Grant me peace throughout this night, and if I should die, welcome
me into your glory with all the saints in light; in Jesus’ name. Amen.

