First Presbyterian Church of Ithaca, Michigan
Service for the Lord’s Day – Proper 28
November 15, 2020

10:30am

Ringing of the Bell
Welcome and Announcements
Call to Worship
Keep silence before the Lord God! The day of the Lord is at hand.
Hold fast to your hope without wavering, for God who has promised is faithful.
Surely God is our salvation; trust in the Lord and do not be afraid.
Opening Prayer
Ever-living God, before the earth was formed and even after it shall cease to
be, you are God. Break into our short span of life and show us those things
that are eternal, that we may serve your purpose in all we do; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.
Prayer of Confession
God has not destined us for wrath, but for salvation in Jesus, who died for us.
Confident in God’s mercies, let us confess our sin.
Almighty God, you have shown us the ways of justice and nurtured us with
love. Even so, we have not lived according to your will. When we are
oppressed or unjustly accused, we cling to fear and forget to trust in your
deliverance. When we are giddy with power and abuse the rights of others,
we hold tight to our privilege and forget your laws. Have mercy on us, Lord,
for we are weak and prone to disobedience. Hear our confession, and respond
to us with kindness, that we might turn to you again, walk in the light, and live
in equity and peace; through Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.
Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon
Children of light, because we belong to our Lord Jesus Christ, we need not fear
– for he lived for us, he died for us, he was raised for us and prays for us.
Believe the promise of your baptism: in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks
be to God. Amen.
Prayer of Illumination
Shine your light on your Word, O Lord; by your Spirit let us see your wonder.
For your justice outruns our sense of fairness; your love overwhelms our
deepest affections. Open our eyes, unstop our ears, and show us your most
excellent way; for Jesus’ sake. Amen.
Scripture Reading
Sermon

1 Corinthians 12:1-11

“Innies, Outies, and Edge Pieces”
second in a series, “Piece of the Puzzle: Stewardship 2020”

Prayers of Intercession and The Lord’s Prayer
Invitation to the Offering/Affirmation of Faith
Words of Invitation and Sending

*Please bring your offering to the plate at the front of the sanctuary as you
prepare to leave the sanctuary.

1 Corinthians 12:1-11
Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be
uninformed. You know that when you were pagans, you were enticed and led astray
to idols that could not speak. Therefore I want you to understand that no one
speaking by the Spirit of God ever says “Let Jesus be cursed!” and no one can say
“Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit.

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of
services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same
God who activates all of them in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the
Spirit for the common good. To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of
wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit,
to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, to
another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the discernment
of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of
tongues. All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one
individually just as the Spirit chooses.

Prayers For at Home this Week

Morning Household Prayer:
Good morning, Lord. I welcome the new day, for it is a gift from you. My petty fears
are nothing in the face of your love; in the warmth of your wisdom my anxieties
melt away. Make me more faithful than I could be on my own, and use me to reflect
your light, for there are so many who need to know of your grace. Walk with me,
and show me your way, for I would follow you. Amen.

Evening Household Prayer:
Good evening, Lord. Thank you for bringing me through this day, its trials and its
joys. You surprise me with wonder and overwhelm me with love. Keep me in your
embrace tonight; inhabit my dreams. If you choose to grant me another day of life,
awaken me as one who is eager to serve you well. Amen.

