August 30, 2020

First Presbyterian Church of Ithaca, Michigan
Service for the Lord’s Day – Proper 17

10:30am

Ringing of the Bell
Welcome and Announcements
Call to Worship
God said to Moses: I am who I am. This is the name of the Lord forever.
Every generous act is a gift from God, who gives birth to us through the word.
Do good and share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.
Opening Prayer
O God, author and giver of all good things, plant in our hearts the love of your
name; increase in us true religion; nourish us with all goodness; and bring forth
in us the fruit of good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.
Amen.
Prayer of Confession
Jesus Christ overcame evil with good so that all people might be saved from
sin. Let us then confess our need for grace, confident of God’s forgiveness.
Let us pray.
God of mercy, we confess that, like the disciples, we set our minds not on
divined things but on human things. Doubting your loving care, we grab for
more than we need. Doubting your loving purposes, we shrink from living as
your followers. Doubting your living plan, we become stumbling blocks in your
creation. Forgive us that we may gain new life in you, for it is in Jesus; forgiving
name we pray. Amen.
Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon
Jesus took up his cross for our salvation. In return for our old life of sin, he
promises a new life of grace. Know that you are forgiven, and be at peace.
Amen.
Prayer of Illumination
Holy Spirit, who spoke to Moses from the burning bush, speak to us now in the
reading and proclaiming of your word. Amen.
Scripture Reading

Revelation, Chapters 19 & 20

Sermon
Prayers of Intercession and The Lord’s Prayer
Invitation to the Offering/Affirmation of Faith
Words of Invitation and Sending
*Please bring your offering to the plate at the front of the sanctuary as you
prepare to leave the sanctuary.

Revelation 19
After this I heard what seemed to be the loud voice of a great multitude in heaven, saying,
“Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power to our God, for his judgments are true and
just; he has judged the great whore who corrupted the earth with her fornication, and he
has avenged on her the blood of his servants.”
Once more they said, “Hallelujah! The smoke goes up from her forever and ever.” And
the twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell down and worshiped God who is
seated on the throne, saying, “Amen. Hallelujah!” And from the throne came a voice
saying, “Praise our God, all you his servants, and all who fear him, small and great.”
Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the sound of many
waters and like the sound of mighty thunderpeals, crying out, “Hallelujah! For the Lord
our God the Almighty reigns. Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the
marriage of the Lamb has come, and his bride has made herself ready; to her it has been
granted to be clothed with fine linen, bright and pure”—for the fine linen is the righteous
deeds of the saints.
And the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage
supper of the Lamb.” And he said to me, “These are true words of God.” Then I fell down
at his feet to worship him, but he said to me, “You must not do that! I am a fellow servant
with you and your comrades who hold the testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For the
testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.”
Then I saw heaven opened, and there was a white horse! Its rider is called Faithful and
True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war. His eyes are like a flame of fire, and
on his head are many diadems; and he has a name inscribed that no one knows but
himself. He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood, and his name is called The Word of God.
And the armies of heaven, wearing fine linen, white and pure, were following him on
white horses. From his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations,
and he will rule them with a rod of iron; he will tread the wine press of the fury of the
wrath of God the Almighty. On his robe and on his thigh he has a name inscribed, “King
of kings and Lord of lords.”
Then I saw an angel standing in the sun, and with a loud voice he called to all the birds
that fly in midheaven, “Come, gather for the great supper of God, to eat the flesh of kings,
the flesh of captains, the flesh of the mighty, the flesh of horses and their riders—flesh of
all, both free and slave, both small and great.” Then I saw the beast and the kings of the
earth with their armies gathered to make war against the rider on the horse and against

his army. And the beast was captured, and with it the false prophet who had performed
in its presence the signs by which he deceived those who had received the mark of the
beast and those who worshiped its image. These two were thrown alive into the lake of
fire that burns with sulfur. And the rest were killed by the sword of the rider on the horse,
the sword that came from his mouth; and all the birds were gorged with their flesh.
Revelation 20
Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding in his hand the key to the
bottomless pit and a great chain. He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the
Devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years, and threw him into the pit, and
locked and sealed it over him, so that he would deceive the nations no more, until the
thousand years were ended. After that he must be let out for a little while.
Then I saw thrones, and those seated on them were given authority to judge. I also saw
the souls of those who had been beheaded for their testimony to Jesus and for the word
of God. They had not worshiped the beast or its image and had not received its mark on
their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ a thousand years.
(The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended.) This is
the first resurrection. Blessed and holy are those who share in the first resurrection. Over
these the second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ, and
they will reign with him a thousand years.
When the thousand years are ended, Satan will be released from his prison and will come
out to deceive the nations at the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, in order to
gather them for battle; they are as numerous as the sands of the sea. They marched up
over the breadth of the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city.
And fire came down from heaven and consumed them. And the devil who had deceived
them was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur, where the beast and the false prophet
were, and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.
Then I saw a great white throne and the one who sat on it; the earth and the heaven fled
from his presence, and no place was found for them. And I saw the dead, great and small,
standing before the throne, and books were opened. Also another book was opened, the
book of life. And the dead were judged according to their works, as recorded in the books.
And the sea gave up the dead that were in it, Death and Hades gave up the dead that
were in them, and all were judged according to what they had done. Then Death and
Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire; and
anyone whose name was not found written in the book of life was thrown into the lake
of fire.

