
First Presbyterian Church of Ithaca, Michigan 
Service for the Lord’s Day – Proper 13 

August 2, 2020  10:30am 
 
Ringing of the Bell 
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
Call to Worship 

The Lord gives food in due season; God satisfies the desire of every living thing. 
Jesus said: I am the bread of life.  Give us this bread always. 
You have been raised with Christ.  Let us seek the things that are above. 

 
Opening Prayer 

Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ fed the hungry with the bread of his life 
and the Word of his kingdom.  Renew your people with your heavenly grace, 
and in all our weakness sustain us by your true and living bread, Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.  Amen. 

 
Prayer of Confession 

Let us confess our sins in the presence of the One who blesses us and meets 
our need.  Let us pray. 
God of compassion, we are sick.  We have wrestled all night with worry instead 
of resting in you.  We have asserted our own goodness instead of awakening 
in yours.  We have turned away those hungry for your help instead of trusting 
you and feeding them from your limitless supply of blessings.  Forgive us, heal 
us, and help us to hold on to you.  We call upon you, for you will answer us, O 
God, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Silent Confession 
 
Assurance of Pardon 

The God of steadfast love is our refuge and Savior.  In Christ, we who are 
broken are healed, forgiven, filled, and transformed.  Alleluia!  Amen. 
 



Prayer of Illumination 
All-knowing God, you have satisfied our hunger at sunset and held us close 
through nights of wrestling.  Now let the day break with your blessing.  Awaken 
and illumine us by your Word that we may behold your likeness.  Amen. 

 
Scripture Reading Revelation, Chapters 13 & 14 
 
Sermon 
 
Invitation to the Offering/Affirmation of Faith 
 
Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Words of Invitation and Sending 
 

*Please bring your offering to the plate at the front of the sanctuary, and take up 
your communion elements as you prepare to leave the sanctuary. 

We will commune together in the parking lot. 
 

 

Scripture Readings 

Revelation 13 
And I saw a beast rising out of the sea, having ten horns and seven heads; and on its horns 
were ten diadems, and on its heads were blasphemous names. And the beast that I saw 
was like a leopard, its feet were like a bear’s, and its mouth was like a lion’s mouth. And 
the dragon gave it his power and his throne and great authority. One of its heads seemed 
to have received a death-blow, but its mortal wound had been healed. In amazement the 
whole earth followed the beast. They worshiped the dragon, for he had given his authority 
to the beast, and they worshiped the beast, saying, “Who is like the beast, and who can 
fight against it?” 
 
The beast was given a mouth uttering haughty and blasphemous words, and it was 
allowed to exercise authority for forty-two months. It opened its mouth to utter 



blasphemies against God, blaspheming his name and his dwelling, that is, those who dwell 
in heaven.  Also it was allowed to make war on the saints and to conquer them. It was 
given authority over every tribe and people and language and nation, and all the 
inhabitants of the earth will worship it, everyone whose name has not been written from 
the foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb that was slaughtered. 
 
Let anyone who has an ear listen: 
 
If you are to be taken captive, into captivity you go; 
if you kill with the sword, with the sword you must be killed. 
 
Here is a call for the endurance and faith of the saints. 
 
Then I saw another beast that rose out of the earth; it had two horns like a lamb and it 
spoke like a dragon. It exercises all the authority of the first beast on its behalf, and it 
makes the earth and its inhabitants worship the first beast, whose mortal wound had 
been healed. It performs great signs, even making fire come down from heaven to earth 
in the sight of all; and by the signs that it is allowed to perform on behalf of the beast, it 
deceives the inhabitants of earth, telling them to make an image for the beast that had 
been wounded by the sword and yet lived; and it was allowed to give breath to the image 
of the beast so that the image of the beast could even speak and cause those who would 
not worship the image of the beast to be killed. Also it causes all, both small and great, 
both rich and poor, both free and slave, to be marked on the right hand or the forehead, 
so that no one can buy or sell who does not have the mark, that is, the name of the beast 
or the number of its name. This calls for wisdom: let anyone with understanding calculate 
the number of the beast, for it is the number of a person. Its number is six hundred sixty-
six. 
 
Revelation 14 
Then I looked, and there was the Lamb, standing on Mount Zion! And with him were one 
hundred forty-four thousand who had his name and his Father’s name written on their 
foreheads. And I heard a voice from heaven like the sound of many waters and like the 
sound of loud thunder; the voice I heard was like the sound of harpists playing on their 
harps, and they sing a new song before the throne and before the four living creatures 
and before the elders. No one could learn that song except the one hundred forty-four 
thousand who have been redeemed from the earth. It is these who have not defiled 
themselves with women, for they are virgins; these follow the Lamb wherever he goes. 
They have been redeemed from humankind as first fruits for God and the Lamb, and in 
their mouth no lie was found; they are blameless. 



Then I saw another angel flying in midheaven, with an eternal gospel to proclaim to those 
who live on the earth—to every nation and tribe and language and people. He said in a 
loud voice, “Fear God and give him glory, for the hour of his judgment has come; and 
worship him who made heaven and earth, the sea and the springs of water.” 
 
Then another angel, a second, followed, saying, “Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great! She 
has made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.” 
 
Then another angel, a third, followed them, crying with a loud voice, “Those who worship 
the beast and its image, and receive a mark on their foreheads or on their hands, they will 
also drink the wine of God’s wrath, poured unmixed into the cup of his anger, and they 
will be tormented with fire and sulfur in the presence of the holy angels and in the 
presence of the Lamb. And the smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever. There is 
no rest day or night for those who worship the beast and its image and for anyone who 
receives the mark of its name.” 
 
Here is a call for the endurance of the saints, those who keep the commandments of God 
and hold fast to the faith of Jesus. 
 
And I heard a voice from heaven saying, “Write this: Blessed are the dead who from now 
on die in the Lord.” “Yes,” says the Spirit, “they will rest from their labors, for their deeds 
follow them.” 
 
Then I looked, and there was a white cloud, and seated on the cloud was one like the Son 
of Man, with a golden crown on his head, and a sharp sickle in his hand! Another angel 
came out of the temple, calling with a loud voice to the one who sat on the cloud, “Use 
your sickle and reap, for the hour to reap has come, because the harvest of the earth is 
fully ripe.” So the one who sat on the cloud swung his sickle over the earth, and the earth 
was reaped. 
 
Then another angel came out of the temple in heaven, and he too had a sharp sickle. Then 
another angel came out from the altar, the angel who has authority over fire, and he 
called with a loud voice to him who had the sharp sickle, “Use your sharp sickle and gather 
the clusters of the vine of the earth, for its grapes are ripe.” So the angel swung his sickle 
over the earth and gathered the vintage of the earth, and he threw it into the great wine 
press of the wrath of God. And the wine press was trodden outside the city, and blood 
flowed from the wine press, as high as a horse’s bridle, for a distance of about two 
hundred miles. 


