July 19, 2020

First Presbyterian Church of Ithaca, Michigan
Service for the Lord’s Day – Proper 11

10:30am

Ringing of the Bell
Welcome and Announcements
Call to Worship
Surely the Lord is in this place! This is the house of God.
In Christ, we are no longer strangers;
we are members of the household of God
Christ is the image of the invisible God;
in him the fullness of God came to dwell.
Opening Prayer
Eternal God, Author of our life and End of our pilgrimage: Guide us by your
Word and Spirit amid all perils and temptations, that we may not wander from
your way, nor stumble in the darkness; but may finish our course in safety, and
come to our eternal rest in you; through the grace and merit of Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.
Prayer of Confession
Beloved in Christ, all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. We
did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but we have received a
spirit of adoption. Let us then confess our sin with the freedom of children to
know how deeply loved they are. Let us pray.
Merciful God, your creatures cry- creation groans – but we turn away; we
surround ourselves with noise. We are quick to excuse ourselves from
responsibility: we are young; we are old; we are tired; we are busy. It is hard
to imagine that we might make a difference. Life-giving God, wash us clean.
Restore our imaginations and our hearts. Let your courage and compassion
flow through our veins until we love with abandon and our hands reach out in
blessing, for the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the
children of God. Amen.

Silent Confession
Assurance of Pardon
Beloved in Christ, hear the word of the Lord. In the life, death, and
resurrection of Jesus, God says unequivocally, irrevocably: you are my own;
you are forgiven; and I need you to be about my business in the world. Know
that you are forgiven, and be at peace. Amen.
Prayer of Illumination
Holy One, you love with a father’s tenderness, a mother’s zeal. Move now in
our hearts. Breathe through the words we hear and the burdens we carry,
until we discover our purpose in your liberating love, for we long to join
creation’s praise and to shine with the mercy of Christ, in whose name we
pray. Amen.
Scripture Reading

Revelation, Chapters 10 & 11

Sermon
Prayers of Intercession
The Lord’s Prayer
Invitation to the Offering/Affirmation of Faith
Words of Sending/Benediction
*Please bring your offering to the plate at the front of the sanctuary as you leave.

Revelation 10
And I saw another mighty angel coming down from heaven, wrapped in a cloud, with a rainbow
over his head; his face was like the sun, and his legs like pillars of fire. He held a little scroll open
in his hand. Setting his right foot on the sea and his left foot on the land, he gave a great shout,
like a lion roaring. And when he shouted, the seven thunders sounded. And when the seven
thunders had sounded, I was about to write, but I heard a voice from heaven saying, “Seal up
what the seven thunders have said, and do not write it down.” Then the angel whom I saw
standing on the sea and the land raised his right hand to heaven and swore by him who lives
forever and ever, who created heaven and what is in it, the earth and what is in it, and the sea
and what is in it: “There will be no more delay, but in the days when the seventh angel is to blow
his trumpet, the mystery of God will be fulfilled, as he announced to his servants the prophets.”
Then the voice that I had heard from heaven spoke to me again, saying, “Go, take the scroll that
is open in the hand of the angel who is standing on the sea and on the land.” So I went to the
angel and told him to give me the little scroll; and he said to me, “Take it, and eat; it will be bitter
to your stomach, but sweet as honey in your mouth.” So I took the little scroll from the hand of
the angel and ate it; it was sweet as honey in my mouth, but when I had eaten it, my stomach
was made bitter.
Then they said to me, “You must prophesy again about many peoples and nations and languages
and kings.”
Revelation 11
Then I was given a measuring rod like a staff, and I was told, “Come and measure the temple of
God and the altar and those who worship there, but do not measure the court outside the
temple; leave that out, for it is given over to the nations, and they will trample over the holy city
for forty-two months. And I will grant my two witnesses authority to prophesy for one thousand
two hundred sixty days, wearing sackcloth.”
These are the two olive trees and the two lampstands that stand before the Lord of the earth.
And if anyone wants to harm them, fire pours from their mouth and consumes their foes;
anyone who wants to harm them must be killed in this manner. They have authority to shut the
sky, so that no rain may fall during the days of their prophesying, and they have authority over
the waters to turn them into blood, and to strike the earth with every kind of plague, as often
as they desire.

When they have finished their testimony, the beast that comes up from the bottomless pit will
make war on them and conquer them and kill them, and their dead bodies will lie in the street
of the great city that is prophetically called Sodom and Egypt, where also their Lord was
crucified. For three and a half days members of the peoples and tribes and languages and
nations will gaze at their dead bodies and refuse to let them be placed in a tomb; and the
inhabitants of the earth will gloat over them and celebrate and exchange presents, because
these two prophets had been a torment to the inhabitants of the earth.
But after the three and a half days, the breath of life from God entered them, and they stood
on their feet, and those who saw them were terrified. Then they heard a loud voice from heaven
saying to them, “Come up here!” And they went up to heaven in a cloud while their enemies
watched them. At that moment there was a great earthquake, and a tenth of the city fell; seven
thousand people were killed in the earthquake, and the rest were terrified and gave glory to the
God of heaven.
The second woe has passed. The third woe is coming very soon.
Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven, saying,
“The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord
and of his Messiah,
and he will reign forever and ever.”
Then the twenty-four elders who sit on their thrones before God fell on their faces and
worshiped God, singing,
“We give you thanks, Lord God Almighty,
who are and who were,
for you have taken your great power
and begun to reign.
The nations raged,
but your wrath has come,
and the time for judging the dead,
for rewarding your servants, the prophets
and saints and all who fear your name,
both small and great,
and for destroying those who destroy the earth.”
Then God’s temple in heaven was opened, and the ark of his covenant was seen within his
temple; and there were flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder, an earthquake, and
heavy hail.

