
Sunday Morning Worship 
Sunday, July 18, 2021  10:30am  

Bold text indicates where the congregation joins in unison. 
* indicates where the congregation may stand as they are able. 

 

Welcome and Announcements 
 
*Call to Worship (responsive) 

Surely the Lord is in this place! 
This is the house of God. 
In Christ we are no longer strangers; 
we are members of the household of God. 
Christ is the image of the invisible God; 
in him the fullness of God came to dwell. 
 

*Opening Prayer (unison) 
Eternal God, Author of our life and End of our pilgrimage: Guide us by 
your Word and Spirit amid all perils and temptations, that we may not 
wander from your way, nor stumble in the darkness; but may finish 
our course in safety, and come to our eternal rest in you; through the 
grace and merit of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
*Hymn #473 For the Beauty of the Earth  
 
Invitation to Confession 

Even our best intentions go awry when we are not at one with God’s 
purpose.  Our gracious God journeys with us and provides for us with 
unending mercy, patience, and kindness so that when we repent, we 
find ourselves forgiven.  Trusting in God, let us confess our sins. 



Prayer of Confession (unison) 
Eternal God, your steadfast love endures forever.  We confess that we 
act as if we are in control, as if you will bless whatever we do.  If we 
think of others at all, it is with an eye toward their usefulness to us.  If 
we consider your creation, it is to ponder what benefits us.  We have 
failed to show your love or to do justice in obedience to you.  We have 
no right to be called your children.  Have mercy on us, God of grace.  
Lord, have mercy.  Forgive our sins, we humbly pray.  Put the mind of 
Christ within us, O God, so that our lives take the form of a cross.  Use 
us to break down walls of hostility within the church, among nations, 
and around the world.  Equip us to do your will, giving you glory, honor, 
and praise together with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God forever 
and ever.  Amen. 
 

Silent Confession 
 
Assurance of Pardon 

Our Lord Jesus gives us rest and peace.  Our Master’s touch heals us, 
and his shed blood is for our salvation.  Believe this good news: in Jesus 
Christ, our sins are forgiven. 
Thanks be to God.  Amen. 

 
*Gloria Patri  #579 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 
World without end.  Amen.  Amen. 

 
 
 
 



*Sharing the Peace of Christ 
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 
Exchange words of peace and reconciliation with one another. 

 
Prayer of Illumination (unison) 

Holy Spirit, come and dwell in us.  Place Jesus Christ in us so that he is 
the cornerstone holding us together and making us a sacred place, 
where steadfast love and faithfulness will meet; righteousness and 
peace will kiss each other.  We pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 
Scripture Readings 2 Samuel 7:1-14a 

Now when the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had given him rest 
from all his enemies around him, the king said to the prophet Nathan, “See now, 
I am living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.” Nathan said to 
the king, “Go, do all that you have in mind; for the Lord is with you.” 

But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: Go and tell my 
servant David: Thus says the Lord: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? 
I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from 
Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. 
Wherever I have moved about among all the people of Israel, did I ever speak a 
word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my 
people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of cedar?” Now 
therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the Lord of hosts: I 
took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over my people 
Israel; and I have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your 
enemies from before you; and I will make for you a great name, like the name of 
the great ones of the earth. And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will 
plant them, so that they may live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; 
and evildoers shall afflict them no more, as formerly, from the time that I 
appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your 
enemies. 



Moreover the Lord declares to you that the Lord will make you a house. When 
your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your ancestors, I will raise up your 
offspring after you, who shall come forth from your body, and I will establish his 
kingdom. He shall build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his 
kingdom forever. I will be a father to him, and he shall be a son to me. 

 
 Ephesians 2:11-22 

So then, remember that at one time you Gentiles by birth, called “the 
uncircumcision” by those who are called “the circumcision”—a physical 
circumcision made in the flesh by human hands— remember that you were at 
that time without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and 
strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the 
world. But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near 
by the blood of Christ. For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both groups 
into one and has broken down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us. 
He has abolished the law with its commandments and ordinances, that he might 
create in himself one new humanity in place of the two, thus making peace, and 
might reconcile both groups to God in one body through the cross, thus putting 
to death that hostility through it. So he came and proclaimed peace to you who 
were far off and peace to those who were near; for through him both of us have 
access in one Spirit to the Father. So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, 
but you are citizens with the saints and also members of the household of God, 
built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself 
as the cornerstone. In him the whole structure is joined together and grows into 
a holy temple in the Lord; in whom you also are built together spiritually into a 
dwelling place for God. 

 
Sermon “From Walls to Bridges” Rev. Dr. Saperstein 
 
*Hymn #386 O for a World 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
 
 
 



The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom 
come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And 
lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and glory forever. Amen. 
 

Morning Offering 
 
*Doxology  #592 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

*Prayer of Dedication (unison) 
God of grace, it is our delight and our devotion to give these gifts to 
you.  All we are and all we have are yours alone.  Accept this joyful 
offering as a token of our abiding love: use it to bring peace, justice 
and comfort to all the world, Amen. 

 
  



*Affirmation of Faith (unison)  from A Brief Statement of Faith 
In life and in death we belong to God.  Through the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit,  
we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, whom alone we 
worship and serve.  We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God.  
Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: preaching good news to the poor 
and release to the captives, teaching by word and deed and blessing 
the children, healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, eating 
with outcasts, forgiving sinners, and calling all to repent and believe 
the gospel.  Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition, Jesus 
was crucified, suffering the depths of human pain and giving his life for 
the sins of the world.  God raised this Jesus from the dead, vindicating 
his sinless life, breaking the power of sin and evil, delivering us from 
death to life eternal. 
 

*Hymn #332 Live Into Hope  
 
*Benediction and Sending 


