First Presbyterian Church
of Ithaca, Michigan

Sunday, June 9, 2019
10:30am

Service for the Lord’s Day
Pentecost
June 9, 2019

10:30am

* indicates that the congregation may stand as they are able.
Bold text indicates where the congregation joins in unison.

WE GATHER IN GOD’S NAME
Prelude & Ringing of the Bell
Gathering Music

Jesus Loves the Little Children
Praise Him, All Ye Little Children

Welcome & Announcements
*Call to Worship (responsive)
Remember the promise of the Lord:
God will pour out the Spirit on all flesh.
The Spirit helps us in our weakness,
interceding with sighs too deep for words.
The Spirit of God renews the earth.
Bless the name of the Lord!
*Opening Prayer
God our creator, earth has many languages, but your gospel
proclaims your love to all nations in one heavenly tongue. Make us
messengers of the good news that, through the power of your Spirit,
all the world may unite in one song of praise; through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

*Hymn #128 (blue)
On Pentecost They Gathered
Call to Confession
Jesus says: Let anyone who is thirsty come to me. Out of the
believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living water. Trusting in God’s
grace, let us confess our sin.
Prayer of Confession
Almighty God, you poured your Spirit upon gathered disciples
creating bold tongues, open ears, and a new community of faith.
We confess that we hold back the force of your Spirit among us. We
do not listen for your word of grace, speak the good news of your
love, or live as a people made one in Christ. Have mercy on us, O
God. Transform our timid lives by the power of your Spirit, and fill
us with a flaming desire to be your faithful people, doing your will
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Silent Confession
Sung Response
God is So Good
God is so good, God is so good,
God is so good, he’s so good to me.
(repeat)
Assurance of Pardon
Through Christ, God has poured out the Holy Spirit upon us for the
forgiveness of sins. In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!
Thanks be to God. Amen.

*Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
World without end. Amen. Amen.
*Sharing the Peace of Christ
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.
Exchange words of peace and reconciliation with one another.
*Sung Response
Halle, Halle, Hallelujah!
Halle, halle, hallelujah! Halle, halle, hallelujah!
Halle, halle, hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah!

WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD
Children’s Message
Prayer of Illumination
Overwhelm us with Your Spirit, O God, that the words we hear will
speak to our hearts as Your Word, made known to us in Christ the
Lord. Amen.
Scripture Reading

Matthew 18:21-35

Sermon
*Hymn (insert)

Pastor Christina
O God Show Mercy to Us

WE GIVE THANKS TO GOD
Prayers of the People
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the kingdom, and the power, and glory, forever. Amen.
Sung Response
Be Still and Know
Be still and know that I am God.
Be still and know that I am God.
Be still and know that I am God.
Morning Offering
Offertory
*Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*Prayer of Dedication (unison)
God of grace, it is our delight and our devotion to give these gifts to
you. All we are and all we have are yours alone. Accept this joyful
offering as a token of our abiding love: use it to bring peace, justice
and comfort to all the world, Amen.

WE GO OUT IN GOD’S NAME
*Affirmation of Faith
from A Brief Statement of Faith
In life and in death we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit,
we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, whom alone
we worship and serve. We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere
the giver and renewer of life. The Spirit justifies us by grace through
faith, sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor,
and binds us together with all believers in the one body of Christ,
the Church. The same Spirit, who inspired the prophets and
apostles, rules our faith and life in Christ through Scripture, engages
us through the Word proclaimed, claims us in the waters of baptism,
feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation, and calls
women and men to all ministries of the Church. In a broken and
fearful world, the Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing, to
witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask
idolatries in Church and culture, to hear the voices of peoples long
silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace.
In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve
Christ in our daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we
watch for God’s new heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, Lord
Jesus!” With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that
nothing in life or in death can separate us from the love of God in
Christ Jesus our Lord. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to
the Holy Spirit. Amen.
*Hymn #315 (blue)
*Benediction
*Postlude

Every Time I Feel the Spirit

Today’s Scripture Readings
Matthew 18:21-35
Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, how many times should I forgive my
brother or sister who sins against me? Should I forgive as many as seven
times?” Jesus said, “Not just seven times, but rather as many as seventyseven times. Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted
to settle accounts with his servants. When he began to settle accounts,
they brought to him a servant who owed him ten thousand bags of gold.
Because the servant didn’t have enough to pay it back, the master ordered
that he should be sold, along with his wife and children and everything he
had, and that the proceeds should be used as payment. But the servant fell
down, kneeled before him, and said, ‘Please, be patient with me, and I’ll
pay you back.’ The master had compassion on that servant, released him,
and forgave the loan. “When that servant went out, he found one of his
fellow servants who owed him one hundred coins. He grabbed him around
the throat and said, ‘Pay me back what you owe me.’ “Then his fellow
servant fell down and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and I’ll pay you
back.’ But he refused. Instead, he threw him into prison until he paid back
his debt. “When his fellow servants saw what happened, they were deeply
offended. They came and told their master all that happened. His master
called the first servant and said, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that
debt because you appealed to me. Shouldn’t you also have mercy on your
fellow servant, just as I had mercy on you?’ His master was furious and
handed him over to the guard responsible for punishing prisoners, until he
had paid the whole debt. “My heavenly Father will also do the same to
you if you don’t forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”

Prayer List:
Loving God, we lift the following in prayer to You. Hold these people and
situations in Your hands, and in them, may Your will be done. Amen.
Concerns:
Kathy Francis; Vickie Jackson; Bonnie Smith; Jamie Sanders; Sally
Nester; Garret Miniard; Jim Elliott; Barb Elliott; Lois Palmer; Al
Bartholomew; Tina Castillo and her mom, Gayle; Jan Felton; The Rev.
George Gillette; Mackenzie Brown; Susie Page; Pat MacDonald;
Brenda Bollman; Rhonda Handley; Geneva Foster; Soulemayne
Galadi, serving in the Congo; Those who make decisions that affect
others; Those living with mental illness; Our military and veterans;
Our police, fire, and other emergency responders; Our country;
Travelling mercies;
Thanksgivings:
Miracles and healing mercies granted; Three expected grand-babies
in the church family this year; Our church family; The church office
volunteers; New jobs and the opportunities that come with them; For
birthdays and anniversaries; For those who help others in crisis; For
the angels in our church family
Continuing Prayers:
John & Nancy Allen; Penny Arnold; Marian Bouchey; Randy Jenison;
Christina Latoski & family; Barb Pharr; Karen Rozen; Shelly & Jamie
Sanders; Randy Smith, David Thum; Shelley Zamarron & family
If you would like someone added to the prayer list and announced during
the Prayers of the People, please contact the church office or speak to
Pastor Christina.

Happening this Week:
• Men’s Breakfast – Tuesday, 8:30am – Hearthstone Oven
• Team Meetings – Tuesday, 7:00pm – Fireplace Room
• Food Pantry – Wednesday, 9:30am – Food Pantry
• Craft Day – Thursday, 5:00pm – Fireplace Room
Service Volunteers – June 16, 2019:
• Vickie Thum, Liturgist
• Brad & Vickie Thum, Greeters
• Brad & Vickie Thum, Ushers
• Brad & Vickie Thum, Coffee Hour
• Tom Heinlein & Art Faustmann, Counters
Craft Day, Round 2! Thursday, June 13 - 5:00pm
We had so much fun at our first craft day, that we've decided to do it again!
This time, we'll try Thursday evening, June 13, at 5:00pm. Come join us for
some supper, and then we'll get into crafting. If you have a project you're
working on, bring it. If you don't, come anyway - we have fleece blankets
that need to be tied. A fun time will be had by all!

The music printed in this bulletin is covered under CCLI #11388530.
Most of the prayers and responsive readings came from the Book of
Common Worship from the Office of the General Assembly.
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