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Bold text indicates where the congregation joins in unison. 
 
Call to Worship (responsive) 

Clap your hands, all you peoples! 
God has gone up with a shout of joy! 
The Lord Jesus Christ has risen to reign. 
His is the name above all names. 
We are witnesses: the Lord is risen! 
Christ has ascended to reign on high! 

 
Opening Prayer (unison) 

Almighty God, your blessed Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, ascended far 
above all heavens that he might fill all things.  Mercifully give us faith 
to trust that, as he promised, he abides with us on earth to the end of 
time; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
Invitation to Confession 

Let us humble ourselves under the mighty hand of God, casting all our 
anxiety on the Lord, who cares for us.  Trusting in God’s grace, let us 
confess our sin. 

 
Prayer of Confession (unison) 

Almighty God, you have raised Jesus from death to life, and crowned 
him Lord of all.  We confess that we have not bowed before him, or 
acknowledged his rule in our lives.  We have gone along with the ways 
of the world, and failed to give him glory.  Forgive us, and raise us from 
sin, that we may be your faithful people, obeying the commands of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who rules the world and is head of the church, his 
body.  Amen. 



Silent Confession 
 

Assurance of Pardon 
The God of all grace, who calls us to eternal glory in Jesus Christ, will 
restore, support, and strengthen us.  In the name of Jesus Christ, we are 
forgiven. 
Thanks be to God.  Amen. 
 

Prayer of Illumination (unison) 
God Most high, reigning in glory, send down your Spirit of wisdom to 
shine in your heavenly Word, so that we may worship you with joy, 
continually blessing your name; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Scripture Reading Micah, Chapter 7 
Woe is me! For I have become like one who, after the summer fruit has been 

gathered, after the vintage has been gleaned, finds no cluster to eat; there is no 
first-ripe fig for which I hunger.  The faithful have disappeared from the land, and 
there is no one left who is upright; they all lie in wait for blood, and they hunt each 
other with nets.  Their hands are skilled to do evil; the official and the judge ask 
for a bribe, and the powerful dictate what they desire; thus they pervert justice.  
The best of them is like a brier, the most upright of them a thorn hedge.  The day 
of their sentinels, of their punishment, has come; now their confusion is at hand.  
Put no trust in a friend, have no confidence in a loved one; guard the doors of your 
mouth from her who lies in your embrace; for the son treats the father with 
contempt, the daughter rises up against her mother, the daughter-in-law against 
her mother-in-law; your enemies are members of your own household.  But as for 
me, I will look to the Lord, I will wait for the God of my salvation; my God will hear 
me. 

Do not rejoice over me, O my enemy; when I fall, I shall rise; when I sit in 
darkness, the Lord will be a light to me.  I must bear the indignation of the Lord, 
because I have sinned against him, until he takes my side and executes judgment 
for me.  He will bring me out to the light; I shall see his vindication.  Then my 
enemy will see, and shame will cover her who said to me, “Where is the Lord your 



God?”  My eyes will see her downfall; now she will be trodden down like the mire 
of the streets. 

A day for the building of your walls!  In that day the boundary shall be far 
extended.  In that day they will come to you from Assyria to Egypt, and from Egypt 
to the River, from sea to sea and from mountain to mountain.  But the earth will 
be desolate because of its inhabitants, for the fruit of their doings. 

Shepherd your people with your staff, the flock that belongs to you, which lives 
alone in a forest in the midst of a garden land; let them feed in Bashan and Gilead 
as in the days of old.  As in the days when you came out of the land of Egypt, show 
us marvelous things.  The nations shall see and be ashamed of all their might; 
they shall lay their hands on their mouths; their ears shall be deaf; they shall lick 
dust like a snake, like the crawling things of the earth; they shall come trembling 
out of their fortresses; they shall turn in dread to the Lord our God, and they shall 
stand in fear of you. 

Who is a God like you, pardoning iniquity and passing over the transgression 
of the remnant of your possession?  He does not retain his anger forever, because 
he delights in showing clemency.  He will again have compassion upon us; he will 
tread our iniquities under foot.  You will cast all our sins into the depths of the sea.  
You will show faithfulness to Jacob and unswerving loyalty to Abraham, as you 
have sworn to our ancestors from the days of old. 

 
Sermon  Pastor Christina 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom 
come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And 
lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and glory forever. Amen. 

 
 
 



Litany for the Ascension of the Lord 
… lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 

 
Benediction and Sending 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayers for at Home This Week 
 

Morning Household Prayer 

Holy One, come into my heart this morning and give me eyes to see 
throughout this day all the ways you rule.  Put your resurrection power 
to work in my life and empower me to be a witness to Christ, that my 
life may be a song of thanksgiving to you.  Amen. 

 

Evening Household Prayer 

God, embrace me now and the end of this day.  As in every day, there 
have been ups and downs, joys and disappointments.  I thank you for 
my faith that, above it all, you rule.  I put my trust in you as I give this 
day, now spent, to you.  Do with it what you will, and send your Holy 
Spirit to pull forward threads from today that you will spin into good 
things tomorrow.  I pray through Jesus Christ, who reigns with you, now 
and forever.  Amen. 


