6th Sunday of Easter
May 9, 2021

Bold text indicates where the congregation joins in unison.

10:30am

Call to Worship (responsive)
Blessed is God, who hears our prayers,
Whose steadfast love endures forever.
There is no greater love than this:
To lay down one’s life for one’s friends.
God calls us to proclaim the good news.
Let us open our hearts to hear God’s word.
Opening Prayer (unison)
O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond
understanding. Pour into our hearts such love for you, that, loving you
above all else, we may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we
can desire; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen.
Invitation to Confession
When we pass through deep waters or go through times of fiery trial,
the Lord our God is with us. With confidence in God, our creator and
redeemer, let us confess our sin.
Prayer of Confession (unison)
Merciful God, you pardon all who truly repent and turn to you. We
humbly confess our sins and ask your mercy. We have not loved you
with a pure heart, nor have we loved our neighbors as ourselves. We
have not done justice, loved kindness, or walked humbly with you, our
God. Have mercy on us, O God, in your loving-kindness. In your great
compassion, cleanse us from our sin.

Do not cast us away from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from
us. Restore to us the joy of your salvation and sustain us with your
bountiful Spirit. Amen.
Silent Confession
Assurance of Pardon
Do not fear, says the Lord, for I have redeemed you. I have called you
by name; you are mine. God is doing a new thing; now it springs forth!
By the grace of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Amen.
Prayer of Illumination (unison)
Living God, by Your Holy Spirit, open our eyes to see the new light of
this day; open our lips to tell of the empty tomb; open our hearts to
believe the good news; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Scripture Reading

Micah, Chapter 6

Hear what the Lord says: Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let
the hills hear your voice. Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the Lord, and
you enduring foundations of the earth; for the Lord has a controversy with his
people, and he will contend with Israel.
“O my people, what have I done to you? In what have I wearied you? Answer
me! For I brought you up from the land of Egypt, and redeemed you from the
house of slavery; and I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. O my people,
remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, what Balaam son of Beor
answered him, and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the
saving acts of the Lord.”
“With what shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before God on high?
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? Will the Lord
be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I
give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”
He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you
but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?

The voice of the Lord cries to the city (it is sound wisdom to fear your name):
Hear, O tribe and assembly of the city! Can I forget the treasures of wickedness
in the house of the wicked, and the scant measure that is accursed? Can I tolerate
wicked scales and a bag of dishonest weights? Your wealthy are full of violence;
your inhabitants speak lies, with tongues of deceit in their mouths. Therefore I
have begun to strike you down, making you desolate because of your sins. You
shall eat, but not be satisfied, and there shall be a gnawing hunger within you;
you shall put away, but not save, and what you save, I will hand over to the sword.
You shall sow, but not reap; you shall tread olives, but not anoint yourselves with
oil; you shall tread grapes, but not drink wine. For you have kept the statutes of
Omri and all the works of the house of Ahab, and you have followed their counsels.
Therefore I will make you a desolation, and your inhabitants an object of hissing;
so you shall bear the scorn of my people.

Sermon

Pastor Christina

Prayers of Intercession
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom
come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And
lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and glory forever. Amen.
Benediction and Sending

Prayers for at Home This Week
Morning Household Prayer
Holy One, I begin today breathing in your love for me, for others, and
for the world. Keep me mindful of all the marvelous things you are doing
around and within me today. Help me to feel my friendship with Jesus
and his confidence in me. Maintain in my heart the image of myself as
a tree, bearing the fruit of Christ’s love everywhere I go today. Amen.
Evening Household Prayer
God, you are both judge and friend. Even as I review my day, I give it
over to you. I let go of the good, the bad, and the in-between, trusting
in your care for me. I am content this night to abide in your love. I
breathe in your joy and your peace. Whatever I need, I ask of you in
Jesus’ name. Amen.

