5th Sunday of Easter
Sunday, May 2, 2021

Please pick up your communion elements before worship this morning.
Bold text indicates where the congregation joins in unison.

10:30am

Call to Worship (responsive)
How can we know the way of God?
Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life.
Beloved, let us love one another.
We love because God first loved us.
This is our new commandment in Christ:
As Jesus loved us, let us love one another.
Opening Prayer (unison)
O God, form the minds of your faithful people into a single will. Make us love
what you command and desire what you promise, that, amid all the changes of
this world, our hearts may be fixed where true joy is found; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.
Invitation to Confession
The Spirit of God helps us in our weakness, interceding with sighs too deep for
words. Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin.
Prayer of Confession (unison)
Almighty God, in raising Jesus from the grave, you shattered the power of sin
and death. We confess that we remain captive to doubt and fear, bound by the
ways that lead to death. We overlook the poor and the hungry, and pass by
those who mourn; we are deaf to the cries of the oppressed, and indifferent to
calls for peace; we despise the weak, and abuse the earth you made. Forgive
us, God of mercy. Help us to trust your power to change our lives and make us
new, that we may know the joy of life abundant given in Jesus Christ, the risen
Lord. Amen.

Silent Confession
Assurance of Pardon
Hear the good news of God’s promise: I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh.
Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. In the name of Jesus
Christ, we are forgiven!
Alleluia! Thanks be to God. Amen.
Prayer of Illumination (unison)
Living God, with joy we celebrate the presence of your risen Word. Enliven our
hearts by your Holy Spirit so that we may proclaim the good news of eternal
and abundant life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Scripture Reading

Micah, Chapters 4 & 5

In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the highest
of the mountains, and shall be raised up above the hills. Peoples shall stream to it, and
many nations shall come and say: “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to
the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in
his paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the Lord from
Jerusalem. He shall judge between many peoples, and shall arbitrate between strong
nations far away; they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into
pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn
war any more; but they shall all sit under their own vines and under their own fig trees,
and no one shall make them afraid; for the mouth of the Lord of hosts has spoken. For
all the peoples walk, each in the name of its god, but we will walk in the name of the
Lord our God forever and ever.
In that day, says the Lord, I will assemble the lame and gather those who have been
driven away, and those whom I have afflicted. The lame I will make the remnant, and
those who were cast off, a strong nation; and the Lord will reign over them in Mount
Zion now and forevermore. And you, O tower of the flock, hill of daughter Zion, to you
it shall come, the former dominion shall come, the sovereignty of daughter Jerusalem.
Now why do you cry aloud? Is there no king in you? Has your counselor perished,
that pangs have seized you like a woman in labor? Writhe and groan, O daughter Zion,
like a woman in labor; for now you shall go forth from the city and camp in the open

country; you shall go to Babylon. There you shall be rescued; there the Lord will redeem
you from the hands of your enemies.
Now many nations are assembled against you, saying, “Let her be profaned, and let
our eyes gaze upon Zion.” But they do not know the thoughts of the Lord; they do not
understand his plan, that he has gathered them as sheaves to the threshing floor. Arise
and thresh, O daughter Zion, for I will make your horn iron and your hoofs bronze; you
shall beat in pieces many peoples, and shall devote their gain to the Lord, their wealth
to the Lord of the whole earth.
Now you are walled around with a wall; siege is laid against us; with a rod they strike
the ruler of Israel upon the cheek.
But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from
you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old,
from ancient days. Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in
labor has brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel.
And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the
name of the Lord his God. And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the
ends of the earth; and he shall be the one of peace.
If the Assyrians come into our land and tread upon our soil, we will raise against
them seven shepherds and eight installed as rulers. They shall rule the land of Assyria
with the sword, and the land of Nimrod with the drawn sword; they shall rescue us from
the Assyrians if they come into our land or tread within our border.
Then the remnant of Jacob, surrounded by many peoples, shall be like dew from the
Lord, like showers on the grass, which do not depend upon people or wait for any
mortal. And among the nations the remnant of Jacob, surrounded by many peoples,
shall be like a lion among the animals of the forest, like a young lion among the flocks
of sheep, which, when it goes through, treads down and tears in pieces, with no one to
deliver. Your hand shall be lifted up over your adversaries, and all your enemies shall
be cut off.
In that day, says the Lord, I will cut off your horses from among you and will destroy
your chariots; and I will cut off the cities of your land and throw down all your
strongholds; and I will cut off sorceries from your hand, and you shall have no more
soothsayers; and I will cut off your images and your pillars from among you, and you
shall bow down no more to the work of your hands; and I will uproot your sacred poles
from among you and destroy your towns. And in anger and wrath I will execute
vengeance on the nations that did not obey.

Sermon

Pastor Christina

Invitation to the Table
Prayer of Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. And also with you
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is truly right and our greatest joy …
… in the holy church, now and forever. Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come; Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and glory
forever. Amen.
Breaking the Bread and Sharing the Cup
Please partake of communion at this time in the service.
Prayer After Communion (unison)
Living Christ, as you open the scriptures to us you make yourself known in the
breaking of the bread. Let us now go forth from this place, fed at your table
and filled by the Spirit, to walk with you all the days of our lives, and to proclaim
the glory of your resurrection to all the world. Amen.
Benediction and Sending

