
Easter Sunday 
Sunday, April 4, 2021  10:30am Online Service 

Please prepare your communion elements before worship this morning. 
 
Call to Worship 

Do not be afraid: Jesus is risen!  The Lord is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 
This is the good news by which we are saved: 
On the third day, Jesus rose from the dead. 
The crucified one is risen from the dead. 
We are witnesses: Christ is risen indeed! 
 

Opening Prayer 
Brightness of God’s glory and exact image of God’s person, whom death could 
not conquer, nor the tomb imprison, as you have shared our frailty in human 
flesh, help us to share your immortality in the Spirit.  Let no shadow of the grave 
terrify us, and no fear of darkness turn our hearts from you.  Reveal yourself to 
us this day and all our days, as the first and the last, the Living One, our immortal 
Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 
Hymn Jesus Christ is Risen Today! 
 
Invitation to Confession 

Christ himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, free from sin, we 
might live for righteousness.  Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin. 
 

Prayer of Confession 
Almighty God, in raising Jesus from the grave, you shattered the power of sin and 
death.  We confess that we remain captive to doubt and fear, bound by the ways 
that lead to death.  We overlook the poor and the hungry, and pass by those who 
mourn; we are deaf to the cries of the oppressed, and indifferent to calls for 
peace; we despise the weak, and abuse the earth you made.  Forgive us, God of 
mercy.  Help us to trust your power to change our lives and make us new, that 
we may know the joy of life abundant given in Jesus Christ, the risen Lord.  Amen. 



Silent Confession 
 
Assurance of Pardon 

All of us, like sheep, have gone astray, but now we have returned to the shepherd 
and guardian of our souls.  In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!  Thanks 
be to God.  Amen. 
 

Prayer of Illumination 
Living God, with joy we celebrate the presence of your risen Word.  Enliven our 
hearts by your Holy Spirit so that we may proclaim the good news of eternal and 
abundant life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
Scripture Reading John 20:1-18 

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came 
to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. So she ran 
and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and 
said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know 
where they have laid him.” Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went 
toward the tomb. The two were running together, but the other disciple outran 
Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent down to look in and saw the linen 
wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following 
him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, and the 
cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled 
up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also 
went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they did not understand the scripture, 
that he must rise from the dead. Then the disciples returned to their homes. 
But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into 
the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had 
been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. They said to her, “Woman, 
why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I 
do not know where they have laid him.” When she had said this, she turned 
around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus 
said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” 
Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him 



away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” Jesus said to 
her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means 
Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet 
ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending 
to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” Mary Magdalene went 
and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he 
had said these things to her. 

 
Sermon “The Inside Scoop” 
 
Hymn Come, Ye Faithful, Raise the Strain 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
 
Invitation to the Table 
 
Prayer of Great Thanksgiving 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Breaking the Bread and Sharing the Cup 

Please partake of communion at this time in the service. 
 
Prayer After Communion 
 
Hymn Thine Is the Glory 

 
Benediction and Sending 
  



For Daily Prayer at Home This Week 
 

Morning Household Prayer 

Heavenly God, our Father, I am full of thanks for a night of rest and for this new day 
and all that now awaits me.  I go forward toward encounters with my family and 
friends, work and play, and all that will bring me into contact with strangers, certain 
that you are with me.  Lead and guide me in the way of a resurrected life.  Help me 
to see the risen Lord today; in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 

Evening Household Prayer 

Holy God, our Mother, you are my comfort at the end as at the beginning of each 
day.  You pull me toward the goodness you desire for me.  I give you thanks for all 
that has come my way this day, and I ask your enveloping power to watch over me 
this night.  Give rest to all your people.  Wherever there is pain and struggle, may 
your holy angels bring peace; in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 


