Sixth Sunday in Lent – Palm Sunday
Sunday, March 28, 2021

Sunday Morning Worship

Call to Worship
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest!
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!
Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem!
Lo, your king comes to you; triumphant and victorious is he,
humble and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
Opening Prayer
We praise you, O God, for your redemption of the world through Jesus
Christ, who entered the holy city of Jerusalem in triumph and was
proclaimed Messiah and king by those who spread garments and
branches along his way. Let these branches be signs of his victory, and
grant that we who carry them may follow him in the way of the cross,
that, dying and rising with him, we may enter into your kingdom;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity
of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.
Invitation to Confession
This is the proof of God’s great love: that while we were sinners, Christ
died for us. Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin.
Prayer of Confession
God of mercy, you sent Jesus Christ to seek and save the lost. We
confess that we have strayed from you and turned aside from your way.
We are misled by pride, for we see ourselves pure when we are stained,

and great when we are small. We have failed in love, neglected justice,
and ignored your truth. Have mercy, O God, and forgive our sin. Return
us to paths of righteousness through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.
Silent Confession
Assurance of Pardon
God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the gift of the Holy
Spirit. In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God.
Prayer of Illumination
Eternal God, whose word silences the shouts of the mighty: Quiet within
us every voice but your own. Speak to us through the suffering and
death of Jesus Christ, that by the power of your Holy Spirit we may
receive grace to show Christ’s love in lives given to your service. Amen.
Scripture Readings

Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29
O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his steadfast love endures forever!
Let Israel say, “His steadfast love endures forever.”
Open to me the gates of righteousness, that I may enter through them and
give thanks to the Lord. This is the gate of the Lord; the righteous shall enter
through it. I thank you that you have answered me and have become my
salvation. The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief
cornerstone. This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. This is the
day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. Save us, we
beseech you, O Lord! O Lord, we beseech you, give us success! Blessed is the
one who comes in the name of the Lord. We bless you from the house of the
Lord. The Lord is God, and he has given us light. Bind the festal procession
with branches, up to the horns of the altar. You are my God, and I will give
thanks to you; you are my God, I will extol you. O give thanks to the Lord, for
he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever.

Mark 11:1-11

When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near
the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples and said to them, “Go into
the village ahead of you, and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied
there a colt that has never been ridden; untie it and bring it. If anyone says
to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it and will send
it back here immediately.’” They went away and found a colt tied near a
door, outside in the street. As they were untying it, some of the bystanders
said to them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?” They told them what
Jesus had said; and they allowed them to take it. Then they brought the colt
to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. Many people spread
their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut
in the fields. Then those who went ahead and those who followed were
shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! Hosanna in the highest
heaven!” Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when
he had looked around at everything, as it was already late, he went out to
Bethany with the twelve.

Sermon

“When You Assume…”

Scripture Reading
Psalm 31:9-16
Be gracious to me, O Lord, for I am in distress; my eye wastes away from
grief, my soul and body also. For my life is spent with sorrow, and my
years with sighing; my strength fails because of my misery, and my bones
waste away. I am the scorn of all my adversaries, a horror to my
neighbors, an object of dread to my acquaintances; those who see me in
the street flee from me. I have passed out of mind like one who is dead;
I have become like a broken vessel. For I hear the whispering of many —
terror all around! — as they scheme together against me, as they plot to
take my life. But I trust in you, O Lord; I say, “You are my God.” My times

are in your hand; deliver me from the hand of my enemies and
persecutors. Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your
steadfast love.
Prayers of Intercession and The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead
us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and glory forever. Amen.
Benediction and Sending

Prayers for at Home This Week
Morning Household Prayer
Jesus, in your passion and resurrection, you show me there is no place you have
not been and no place you fear to go. Morning by morning, you awaken me more
deeply to this truth. Send me into the world this day with the courage and
wisdom to be a faithful witness to your coming reign of justice, mercy, and peace.
Amen.
Evening Household Prayer
Although I have sought to serve you this day, I have failed to keep your live. You
know my strengths and weaknesses more than I; reveal them to me that I may
be healed this night and begin afresh tomorrow. Amen.

