
Fifth Sunday in Lent 
Sunday, March 21, 2021  Sunday Morning Worship 
 
Call to Worship 

Jesus said: I am the resurrection and the life. 
Those who believe in Christ will never die. 
The Lord makes a new covenant with us. 
We are God’s people; the Lord is our God. 
Keep pressing on toward the goal: 
the heavenly call of God in Jesus Christ. 
 

Opening Prayer 
Almighty God, our redeemer, in our weakness we have failed to be your 
messengers of forgiveness and hope.  Renew us by your Holy Spirit, that 
we may follow your commands and proclaim your reign of love; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
Invitation to Confession 

Let us pray for the cleansing of our hearts, confessing our sins to the One 
whose mercy is everlasting. 
 

Prayer of Confession 
Redeeming God, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole 
heart, and have not loved our neighbors as we ought; we have strayed 
from your commandments.  Do not remember our sins, but forgive our 
iniquities, that we may fix our eyes on you and sin no more, through 
Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 



Silent Confession 
 
Assurance of Pardon 

Beloved of God, by the faith of Christ, our sins are forgiven.  May we 
delight in the joy of our salvation.  Thanks be to God.  Amen. 
 

Prayer of Illumination 
Your Word, O God, has the power to change our lives and to create a 
whole new world.  As we meditate on your word this day, fill us with 
your Holy Spirit, that we may treasure your word with our whole hearts 
and fix our eyes on you.  Amen. 
 

Scripture Readings Psalm 51:1-12 
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to 
your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions.  Wash me thoroughly from 
my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. 
For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me.  Against you, you 
alone, have I sinned, and done what is evil in your sight, so that you are 
justified in your sentence and blameless when you pass judgment.  Indeed, I 
was born guilty, a sinner when my mother conceived me. 
You desire truth in the inward being; therefore teach me wisdom in my secret 
heart.  Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be 
whiter than snow.  Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you have 
crushed rejoice.  Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities. 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me.  
Do not cast me away from your presence, and do not take your holy spirit 
from me.  Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me a willing 
spirit. 
 
 
 



 Jeremiah 31:31-34 
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant 
with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant 
that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them 
out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their 
husband, says the Lord. But this is the covenant that I will make with the house 
of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will 
write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. No 
longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for 
they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for 
I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 
 
Sermon “Marriage Vows” 
 
Prayers of Intercession and The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom 
come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  And lead 
us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and glory forever.  Amen. 

 
Benediction and Sending 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 



Prayers for at Home This Week 
 

Morning Household Prayer 

Loving God, you offer the gift of new life each day.  Open my heart to receive this 
grace that I may be wholly yours, then give me the courage to share this gift 
wherever I go as I seek to walk in your way of mercy, forgiveness, and newness 
of life.  Amen. 

 

Evening Household Prayer 

Forgiving God, who makes all things new, you know where I have flourished this 
day, and you know where I have failed.  Help me to know that in all my challenges 
there is a seed of hope that enables me to more faithfully depend on you.  May I 
rest in peace this night and awake refreshed to greet the newness of your day.  
Amen. 


