Fourth Sunday in Lent
Sunday, March 14, 2021

Sunday Morning Worship

Call to Worship
Live as children of the light.
Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.
The Lord of life is lifted up! Let us look to Christ and live.
In Christ, there is a new creation.
The old has passed away; everything is new!
Opening Prayer
Gracious God, in order that the children of earth might discern good
from evil, you sent your Son to be the light of the world. As Christ shines
upon us, may we learn what pleases you, and live in all truth and
goodness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Invitation to Confession
This is the judgment, that the light has come into the world, for people
loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. Let us
uncover our sin before the liberating light of Christ.
Prayer of Confession
Merciful God, we confess the folly of our sin and the hypocrisy of our
complaints. We grumble about the evils in our world, even as we
commit injustices and profit through deceit. We fret about the scarcity
of resources while hoarding earth’s goods and cheating the poor. We
protest the problems of our world, but we do not actively work to
address them.

Merciful God, expose our sins before the light of your grace. Heal our
sin and free us from our foolish ways that we may know the joy of
eternal life in Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen.
Silent Confession
Assurance of Pardon
Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world,
but in order that the world might be saved through him. In the name of
Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God. Amen.
Prayer of Illumination
Almighty God, by the power of the Holy Spirit, open your Word and
illumine our darkened world, that we may see clearly and live faithfully
by the light of your truth in Jesus Christ. Amen.
Scripture Readings

Ephesians 2:1-10
You were dead through the trespasses and sins in which you once lived,
following the course of this world, following the ruler of the power of the air,
the spirit that is now at work among those who are disobedient. All of us
once lived among them in the passions of our flesh, following the desires of
flesh and senses, and we were by nature children of wrath, like everyone else.
But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us
even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together
with Christ—by grace you have been saved— and raised us up with him and
seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the ages
to come he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness
toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith,
and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God— not the result of works,
so that no one may boast. For we are what he has made us, created in Christ
Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life.

John 3:14-21

And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of
Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.
“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but
in order that the world might be saved through him. Those who believe in him
are not condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned already,
because they have not believed in the name of the only Son of God. And this
is the judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people loved
darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. For all who do evil
hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be
exposed. But those who do what is true come to the light, so that it may be
clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.”

Sermon

“Unbreakable”

Prayers of Intercession and The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead
us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and glory forever. Amen.
Benediction and Sending

Prayers for at Home This Week
Morning Household Prayer
Loving God, draw me to your light, that I may avoid the dangers of sin and receive
the freedom of your grace in Jesus Christ. Amen.
Evening Household Prayer
Lord Christ, as shadows of night draw near, sustain me by the light that banishes
the fearful claim of death. Help me believe in you with all my heart that I may
know the freedom of salvation, and at last receive the joy of eternal life. Amen.

