
Third Sunday in Lent 
Sunday, March 7, 2021  Sunday Morning Worship 
Please remember to pick up your communion elements on your way to your seats. 

 
Call to Worship 

Through the gift of the Holy Spirit, God’s love is poured into our hearts. 
The law of the Lord revives the soul; the word of God makes the simple wise. 
Let all who thirst come to the waters; let all who are hungry come and eat. 
 

Opening Prayer 
Eternal God, your kingdom has broken into our troubled world through the life, 
death, and resurrection of your Son.  Help us to hear your word and obey it, that 
we may become instruments of your saving love; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen. 

 
Invitation to Confession 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  But if 
we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness.  Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin. 
 

Prayer of Confession 
Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  We have not 
loved you with our whole heart and mind and strength.  We have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves.  In your mercy, forgive what we have been, help us 
amend what we are, and direct what we shall be, that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

Silent Confession 
 
 
 



Assurance of Pardon 
The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting. 
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!  Thanks be to God.  Amen. 
 

Prayer of Illumination 
Holy Spirit of God, let the words of my mouth and the meditation of our hearts 
be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, our rock and our redeemer.  Amen. 

 
Scripture Readings Psalm 19 

The heavens are telling the glory of God; and the firmament proclaims his 
handiwork.  Day to day pours forth speech, and night to night declares knowledge.  
There is no speech, nor are there words; their voice is not heard; yet their voice 
goes out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world.  In the 
heavens he has set a tent for the sun, which comes out like a bridegroom from his 
wedding canopy, and like a strong man runs its course with joy.  Its rising is from 
the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the end of them; and nothing is hid from 
its heat.  The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; the decrees of the Lord 
are sure, making wise the simple; the precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the 
heart; the commandment of the Lord is clear, enlightening the eyes; the fear of 
the Lord is pure, enduring forever; the ordinances of the Lord are true and 
righteous altogether.  More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold; 
sweeter also than honey, and drippings of the honeycomb.  Moreover by them is 
your servant warned; in keeping them there is great reward.  But who can detect 
their errors?  Clear me from hidden faults.  Keep back your servant also from the 
insolent; do not let them have dominion over me.  Then I shall be blameless, and 
innocent of great transgression.  Let the words of my mouth and the meditation 
of my heart be acceptable to you, O Lord, my rock and my redeemer. 
 
 Exodus 20:1-17 
Then God spoke all these words:  I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of 
the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; you shall have no other gods before 
me.  You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that 
is in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under 
the earth. You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I the Lord your 



God am a jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the third 
and the fourth generation of those who reject me, but showing steadfast love to 
the thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my commandments.  
You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord 
will not acquit anyone who misuses his name.  Remember the sabbath day, and 
keep it holy. Six days you shall labor and do all your work. But the seventh day is 
a sabbath to the Lord your God; you shall not do any work—you, your son or your 
daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in your 
towns. For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in 
them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day and 
consecrated it.  Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long 
in the land that the Lord your God is giving you.  You shall not murder.  You shall 
not commit adultery.  You shall not steal.  You shall not bear false witness against 
your neighbor.  You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your 
neighbor’s wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that 
belongs to your neighbor. 
 

Sermon “Covenants and Contracts” 
 
Invitation to the Table 
 
Communion Prayer 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Breaking the Bread and Sharing the Cup 

Please partake of communion at this time in the service. 
 
Prayer After Communion 

 
Benediction and Sending 
  



For Daily Prayer at Home This Week 
 

Morning Household Prayer 

God of heaven and earth, I listen this morning for the sound of your glory: in the 
songs of birds, in quiet conversations that begin the day, in easy laughter among 
friends, in sunlight’s warmth, pattering rain, or silent snowfall.  Give me ears to hear 
your glory in its many forms.  Give me eyes to see your glory in its many guises.  
Throughout this day, I, too, will proclaim your glory, your grace, and your love, so 
that I may be a part of the chorus of praise that stretches to the ends of the earth.  
In Christ’s name I pray.  Amen. 

 

Evening Household Prayer 

God of freedom, I thank you for claiming me as your own and for setting me in the 
midst of the community of faith.  Today the news was filled with stories of people 
who do not live according to your commandments, with grievous results.  Lives are 
shattered as your ancient tablets of stone are broken again and again.  And I 
struggle, too, in my own ways, to live before you and my neighbors in faithfulness, 
generosity, and love.  As the day comes to an end, I pray for forgiveness for myself 
and for this weary world, confident of your grace and mercy.  Send your gift of 
Sabbath rest, and let me sleep in peace as, over and around me, night declares to 
night your power and glory.  In Jesus’ name I pray.  Amen. 


