
Midweek Evening Prayer 
Wednesday, March 3, 2021 

 

Opening Sentences 

Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening and the day is almost over. 

The sacrifice acceptable to God is a humble spirit; 

a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 

 

Thanksgiving for Light 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, the Shepherd of Israel, their pillar of cloud by 

day, their pillar of fire by night.  In these forty days you lead us into the desert of 

repentance that in this pilgrimage of prayer we might learn to be your people 

once more.  In fasting and service you bring us back to your heart.  You open our 

eyes to your presence in the world and you free our hands to lead others to the 

wonders of your grace.  Be with us in these journey days, for without you we are 

lost and will perish.  To you alone be dominion and glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Evening Psalm Psalm 141 

I call upon you, O Lord; come quickly to me; give ear to my voice when I call to 

you.  Let my prayer be counted as incense before you, and the lifting up of my 

hands as an evening sacrifice.  Set a guard over my mouth, O Lord; keep watch 

over the door of my lips.  Do not turn my heart to any evil, to busy myself with 

wicked deeds in company with those who work iniquity; do not let me eat of their 

delicacies.  Let the righteous strike me; let the faithful correct me.  Never let the 

oil of the wicked anoint my head, for my prayer is continually against their wicked 

deeds.  When they are given over to those who shall condemn them, then they 

shall learn that my words were pleasant.  Like a rock that one breaks apart and 

shatters on the land, so shall their bones be strewn at the mouth of Sheol.  But my 

eyes are turned toward you, O God, my Lord; in you I seek refuge; do not leave 

me defenseless.  Keep me from the trap that they have laid for me, and from the 

snares of evildoers.  Let the wicked fall into their own nets, while I alone escape.   

 



Prayer: Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before you, O God, and 

let your loving-kindness descend upon us, that with purified hearts we may sing 

your praises with the church on earth and the whole heavenly host, and may 

glorify you forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Psalm of the Day Psalm 105:1-11, 37-45 

O give thanks to the Lord, call on his name, make known his deeds among the 

peoples.  Sing to him, sing praises to him; tell of all his wonderful works.  Glory in 

his holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice.  Seek the Lord 

and his strength; seek his presence continually.  Remember the wonderful works 

he has done, his miracles, and the judgments he has uttered, O offspring of his 

servant Abraham, children of Jacob, his chosen ones. 

He is the Lord our God; his judgments are in all the earth.  He is mindful of his 

covenant forever, of the word that he commanded, for a thousand generations, 

the covenant that he made with Abraham, his sworn promise to Isaac, which he 

confirmed to Jacob as a statute, to Israel as an everlasting covenant, saying, “To 

you I will give the land of Canaan as your portion for an inheritance.” 

Then he brought Israel out with silver and gold, and there was no one among their 

tribes who stumbled.  Egypt was glad when they departed, for dread of them had 

fallen upon it.  He spread a cloud for a covering, and fire to give light by night.  

They asked, and he brought quails, and gave them food from heaven in 

abundance.  He opened the rock, and water gushed out; it flowed through the 

desert like a river.  For he remembered his holy promise, and Abraham, his 

servant. 

So he brought his people out with joy, his chosen ones with singing.  He gave them 

the lands of the nations, and they took possession of the wealth of the peoples, 

that they might keep his statutes and observe his laws.  Praise the Lord! 

 

Prayer: God of our salvation, through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ 

you continue to fulfill your covenant promise to redeem the world from slavery 

and to lead your people into the promised land.  Grant us living water from the 

rock and bread from heaven, that we may survive our desert pilgrimage and 

praise you forever; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 



Scripture Readings Jeremiah 30:12-22 

For thus says the Lord: Your hurt is incurable, your wound is grievous.  There is no 

one to uphold your cause, no medicine for your wound, no healing for you.  All 

your lovers have forgotten you; they care nothing for you; for I have dealt you the 

blow of an enemy, the punishment of a merciless foe, because your guilt is great, 

because your sins are so numerous.  Why do you cry out over your hurt?  Your 

pain is incurable.  Because your guilt is great, because your sins are so numerous, 

I have done these things to you.  Therefore all who devour you shall be devoured, 

and all your foes, every one of them, shall go into captivity; those who plunder 

you shall be plundered, and all who prey on you I will make a prey.  For I will 

restore health to you, and your wounds I will heal, says the Lord, because they 

have called you an outcast: “It is Zion; no one cares for her!” 

Thus says the Lord: I am going to restore the fortunes of the tents of Jacob, and 

have compassion on his dwellings; the city shall be rebuilt upon its mound, and 

the citadel set on its rightful site.  Out of them shall come thanksgiving, and the 

sound of merrymakers.  I will make them many, and they shall not be few; I will 

make them honored, and they shall not be disdained.  Their children shall be as of 

old, their congregation shall be established before me; and I will punish all who 

oppress them.  Their prince shall be one of their own, their ruler shall come from 

their midst; I will bring him near, and he shall approach me, for who would 

otherwise dare to approach me?  says the Lord. And you shall be my people, and 

I will be your God.  

 

 John 12:36-43 

While you have the light, believe in the light, so that you may become children of 

light.”  After Jesus had said this, he departed and hid from them. Although he had 

performed so many signs in their presence, they did not believe in him. This was 

to fulfill the word spoken by the prophet Isaiah:  “Lord, who has believed our 

message, and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?”  And so they 

could not believe, because Isaiah also said, “He has blinded their eyes and 

hardened their heart, so that they might not look with their eyes, and understand 

with their heart and turn— and I would heal them.” 

 



Isaiah said this because he saw his glory and spoke about him. Nevertheless many, 

even of the authorities, believed in him. But because of the Pharisees they did not 

confess it, for fear that they would be put out of the synagogue; for they loved 

human glory more than the glory that comes from God. 

 

We live not by bread alone, but by every word that comes from God.  Thanks be 

to God.  Amen. 

 

Reflection 

 

Prayers of Intercession and The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come; thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and 

forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and glory 

forever.  Amen. 

 

Dismissal 

May the Spirit of the triune God strengthen and sustain us, all throughout these 

forty days and into the life that is to come.  Amen. 

 

Bless the Lord.  The Lord’s name be praised.  Amen. 


