Second Sunday in Lent
Sunday, February 28, 2021

Sunday Morning Worship

Call to Worship
Our faith depends on the grace of God.
Praise the Lord, who gives life to the dead.
Jesus calls us to be his disciples.
We take up the cross to follow him.
Our ancestor Abraham trusted in the Lord,
and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.
Opening Prayer
Almighty God, whose Son was revealed in majesty before he suffered
death upon the cross: Give us faith to perceive his glory, that we may be
strengthened to bear our cross, and be changed into his likeness, from
glory to glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Invitation to Confession
This is the proof of God’s great love: that while we were sinners, Christ
died for us. Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin.
Prayer of Confession
Merciful God, we confess that we have not been sincere Christians. We
claim to follow Jesus but have not taken his path of sacrificial love. We
profess to be disciples, but we are not willing to bear the cost of
discipleship. We affirm the virtue of self-denial, but we indulge our
selfish desires and seek earthly gain. Forgive us we pray. Free us for
sincere repentance through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Silent Confession
Assurance of Pardon
Friends, God is for us and not against us! For that very reason, God sent
the Son into the world not to condemn the world, but that the world
might be saved through him. Believe the good news, in Jesus Christ, we
are forgiven!
Prayer of Illumination
Holy Spirit, open our hearts to receive your Word, reveal to us the good
news, and enable us to trust in the promise of salvation in Jesus Christ.
Amen.
Scripture Readings

Psalm 22:23-31
You who fear the Lord, praise him! All you offspring of Jacob, glorify him;
stand in awe of him, all you offspring of Israel! For he did not despise or
abhor the affliction of the afflicted; he did not hide his face from me, but
heard when I cried to him. From you comes my praise in the great
congregation; my vows I will pay before those who fear him. The poor shall
eat and be satisfied; those who seek him shall praise the Lord. May your
hearts live forever! All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the
Lord; and all the families of the nations shall worship before him. For
dominion belongs to the Lord, and he rules over the nations. To him, indeed,
shall all who sleep in the earth bow down; before him shall bow all who go
down to the dust, and I shall live for him. Posterity will serve him; future
generations will be told about the Lord, and proclaim his deliverance to a
people yet unborn, saying that he has done it.

Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram, and
said to him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. And I
will make my covenant between me and you, and will make you exceedingly
numerous.” Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, “As for me, this
is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations.
No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I
have made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. I will make you
exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come from
you. I will establish my covenant between me and you, and your offspring
after you throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be
God to you and to your offspring after you.
God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but
Sarah shall be her name. I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son
by her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall
come from her.”

Sermon

“Promises We Can’t Keep”

Prayers of Intercession and The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead
us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and glory forever. Amen.
Benediction and Sending

Prayers for at Home This Week
Morning Household Prayer
Lord Jesus, help me walk with you this day. If you lead me where I fear to go, give
me courage and keep me true, that I may bear my cross without shame and live
in the promise of life eternal. Amen.
Evening Household Prayer
Jesus, if I stray, show me my fault, forgive my sin, and set me rightly on your path.
Keep me on the way of the cross, and lead me to the eternal joy of Easter. Amen.

