First Sunday in Lent
Sunday, February 21, 2021

Sunday Morning Worship

Call to Worship
Tested by the devil in the wilderness, Jesus said:
You shall worship the Lord your God alone.
God’s promise is for all generations;
God’s covenant is with every living thing.
The word of God is near to us.
Call on the Lord and you will be saved.
Opening Prayer
Almighty God, your Son fasted forty days in the wilderness, and was
tempted as we are but did not sin. Give us grace to direct our lives in
obedience to your Spirit, that as you know our weakness, so we may
know your power to save; through Jesus Christ our redeemer, who lives
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.
Invitation to Confession
This is the proof of God’s great love: that while we were sinners, Christ
died for us.
Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin.

Prayer of Confession
Gracious God, we come before you in need of forgiveness and grace.
You call us to trust in you completely, but we do not. We are timid and
fearful as we follow your lead. We justify our actions and words, though
we know they are not what you require. We struggle to understand the
new life Christ offers, preferring old habits to risky change. Forgive us,
we pray. Help us to be born again into the life of Christ, trusting that
you have included us by grace in the family of faith. In Christ’s name we
pray. Amen.
Silent Confession
Assurance of Pardon
Friends, God is for us and not against us! For that very reason, God sent
the Son into the world not to condemn the world, but that the world
might be saved through him. Believe the good news, in Jesus Christ, we
are forgiven!
Prayer of Illumination
God of signs and wonders, we come to your word again and again,
seeking understanding and the new life it offers. By the power of the
Holy Spirit, illumine our hearts and minds so that we may believe this
testimony and have eternal life. In the name of Jesus Christ, our teacher
and Savior, we pray. Amen.
Scripture Readings

Psalm 25:1-10
To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul. O my God, in you I trust; do not let me be
put to shame; do not let my enemies exult over me. Do not let those who
wait for you be put to shame; let them be ashamed who are wantonly
treacherous. Make me to know your ways, O LORD; teach me your paths.

Lead me in your truth, and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; for
you I wait all day long. Be mindful of your mercy, O LORD, and of your
steadfast love, for they have been from of old. Do not remember the sins of
my youth or my transgressions; according to your steadfast love remember
me, for your goodness' sake, O LORD! Good and upright is the LORD;
therefore he instructs sinners in the way. He leads the humble in what is
right, and teaches the humble his way. All the paths of the LORD are
steadfast love and faithfulness, for those who keep his covenant and his
decrees.

Genesis 9:8-17

Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, “As for me, I am establishing
my covenant with you and your descendants after you, and with every living
creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and every animal
of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. I establish my
covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of
a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” God
said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and
every living creature that is with you, for all future generations: I have set my
bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the
earth. When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds,
I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living
creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to
destroy all flesh. When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember
the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh
that is on the earth.” God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that
I have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.”

Sermon

“A Global Guarantee”

Prayers of Intercession and The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead
us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and glory forever. Amen.
Benediction and Sending

Prayers for at Home This Week
Morning Household Prayer
God of ancient covenants, your steadfast love and faithfulness are still new every
morning. I thank you that I can begin this day in the confidence of your abiding
love and unending mercy. Help me to treat others – family, friends, coworkers,
classmates, and even strangers – with love and mercy in our encounters today.
When I disappoint or am discordant, help me to show love to others. Open my
eyes to the places, people, and circumstances in which your kingdom has come
near. I pray in the name of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, my Savior. Amen.
Evening Household Prayer
God of peace, as the day draws to a close and the evening draws in around me, I
think of the creatures of the earth that also seek rest in the hours of the night.
You love them even as you love me, and your covenant faithfulness covers all of
us. So, with the birds of the air, the beasts of the field, and the tiny ones who
burrow in the ground, I offer you all thanks and praise: for your unending
goodness; for the beauty of our home, the earth; for your gift of life instead of a
deserved destruction. As your colorful bow now rests in the clouds, so may we
color the earth with the ways of peace until all creation rests with you in
completeness. In Christ’s name I pray. Amen.

