Second Sunday after Epiphany
Sunday, January 17, 2021

Sunday Morning Worship

Call to Worship
Look, here is the Lamb of God! Jesus calls us: Come and see.
The Lord is about to do a new thing. Speak, O God, for your servants are listening.
There are varieties of gifts, services, and activities,
but there is one Spirit, one Lord, and one God.
Opening Prayer
Almighty God, your Son our Savior Jesus Christ is the light of the world. May your
people, illumined by your Word and Sacraments, shine with the radiance of his
glory, that he may be known, worshiped, and obeyed to the ends of the earth;
for he lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.
Invitation to Confession
Assured that the One who calls us to hear and obey already knows the
confessions of our hearts and is ready to forgive, let us confess our sin before
God and before one another.
Prayer of Confession
Holy God, you see into each of us and know us fully as creatures in need of your
constant care. We confess that we have neither heard your word nor followed
your will. We have failed our nation, neighbors, families, friends, and ourselves.
Give us ears to hear your wisdom. Lead us to honesty and faith so that we may
begin again with renewed strength. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.
Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon
God knows the hearts of those who seek forgiveness, and by grace we have been
saved. In Jesus’ name, we are forgiven. Our sins are no more. We have been
made clean. God strengthens us with freedom through the Holy Spirit, in Christ
Jesus. Amen.
Prayer of Illumination
By your Holy Spirit, O God, open our ears, our eyes, our hearts, and our minds to
the Holy Word so that it comes to rule within us for Jesus’ sake. Amen.
Scripture Reading
Haggai, Chapters 1 & 2
In the second year of King Darius, in the sixth month, on the first day of the month,
the word of the Lord came by the prophet Haggai to Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel,
governor of Judah, and to Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest: Thus says the
Lord of hosts: These people say the time has not yet come to rebuild the Lord’s
house. Then the word of the Lord came by the prophet Haggai, saying: Is it a time
for you yourselves to live in your paneled houses, while this house lies in ruins?
Now therefore thus says the Lord of hosts: Consider how you have fared. You have
sown much, and harvested little; you eat, but you never have enough; you drink,
but you never have your fill; you clothe yourselves, but no one is warm; and you
that earn wages earn wages to put them into a bag with holes.
Thus says the Lord of hosts: Consider how you have fared. Go up to the hills and
bring wood and build the house, so that I may take pleasure in it and be honored,
says the Lord. You have looked for much, and, lo, it came to little; and when you
brought it home, I blew it away. Why? says the Lord of hosts. Because my house
lies in ruins, while all of you hurry off to your own houses. Therefore the heavens
above you have withheld the dew, and the earth has withheld its produce. And I
have called for a drought on the land and the hills, on the grain, the new wine,
the oil, on what the soil produces, on human beings and animals, and on all their
labors.

Then Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, and Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest,
with all the remnant of the people, obeyed the voice of the Lord their God, and
the words of the prophet Haggai, as the Lord their God had sent him; and the
people feared the Lord. Then Haggai, the messenger of the Lord, spoke to the
people with the Lord’s message, saying, I am with you, says the Lord. And the Lord
stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the
spirit of Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and the spirit of all the remnant
of the people; and they came and worked on the house of the Lord of hosts, their
God, on the twenty-fourth day of the month, in the sixth month.
In the second year of King Darius, in the seventh month, on the twenty-first day
of the month, the word of the Lord came by the prophet Haggai, saying: Speak
now to Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua son of
Jehozadak, the high priest, and to the remnant of the people, and say, Who is left
among you that saw this house in its former glory? How does it look to you now?
Is it not in your sight as nothing? Yet now take courage, O Zerubbabel, says the
Lord; take courage, O Joshua, son of Jehozadak, the high priest; take courage, all
you people of the land, says the Lord; work, for I am with you, says the Lord of
hosts, according to the promise that I made you when you came out of Egypt. My
spirit abides among you; do not fear. For thus says the Lord of hosts: Once again,
in a little while, I will shake the heavens and the earth and the sea and the dry
land; and I will shake all the nations, so that the treasure of all nations shall come,
and I will fill this house with splendor, says the Lord of hosts. The silver is mine,
and the gold is mine, says the Lord of hosts. The latter splendor of this house shall
be greater than the former, says the Lord of hosts; and in this place I will give
prosperity, says the Lord of hosts.
On the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month, in the second year of Darius, the
word of the Lord came by the prophet Haggai, saying: Thus says the Lord of hosts:
Ask the priests for a ruling: If one carries consecrated meat in the fold of one’s
garment, and with the fold touches bread, or stew, or wine, or oil, or any kind of
food, does it become holy? The priests answered, “No.” Then Haggai said, “If one
who is unclean by contact with a dead body touches any of these, does it become
unclean?” The priests answered, “Yes, it becomes unclean.” Haggai then said, So

is it with this people, and with this nation before me, says the Lord; and so with
every work of their hands; and what they offer there is unclean. But now, consider
what will come to pass from this day on. Before a stone was placed upon a stone
in the Lord’s temple, how did you fare? When one came to a heap of twenty
measures, there were but ten; when one came to the wine vat to draw fifty
measures, there were but twenty. I struck you and all the products of your toil
with blight and mildew and hail; yet you did not return to me, says the Lord.
Consider from this day on, from the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month. Since
the day that the foundation of the Lord’s temple was laid, consider: Is there any
seed left in the barn? Do the vine, the fig tree, the pomegranate, and the olive
tree still yield nothing? From this day on I will bless you.
The word of the Lord came a second time to Haggai on the twenty-fourth day of
the month: Speak to Zerubbabel, governor of Judah, saying, I am about to shake
the heavens and the earth, and to overthrow the throne of kingdoms; I am about
to destroy the strength of the kingdoms of the nations, and overthrow the chariots
and their riders; and the horses and their riders shall fall, every one by the sword
of a comrade. On that day, says the Lord of hosts, I will take you, O Zerubbabel
my servant, son of Shealtiel, says the Lord, and make you like a signet ring; for I
have chosen you, says the Lord of hosts.
Sermon

“When Things Are a Mess”

Prayers of Intercession and The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and glory
forever. Amen.
Benediction and Sending

